64                               HENRY FIELDING
instant. " And,'* says he, " we have found only thi$
partridge, but the Lord knows what mischief they have
done,"
At his return home, Tom was presently convened
before Mr. Allworthy. He owned the fact and alleged
no other excuse but what was really true, viz. that the
covey was originally sprung in Mr. Allworthy's own
manor.
Tom was then interrogated who was with him, which
Mr. Allworthy declared he was resolved to know, ac-
quainting the culprit with the circumstance of the two
guns, which had been deposed by the squire and both
his servants; but Tom stoutly persisted in asserting
that he was alone. Yet, to say the truth, he hesitated a
little at first, which would have confirmed Mr. All-
worthy's belief had what the squire and his servants
said wanted any further confirmation.
The gamekeeper, being a suspected person, was now
sent for, and the question put to him; but he, relying
on the promise which Tom had made him to take all
upon himself, very resolutely denied being in company
with the young gentleman, or indeed having seen him
the whole afternoon.
Mr. Allworthy then turned towards Tom with more
than usual anger in his countenance, and advised him
to confess who was with him, repeating that he was
resolved to know. The lad, however, still maintained
his resolution, and was dismissed with much wrath by
Mr. Allworthy, who told him he should have to the
next morning to consider of it, when he should be
questioned by another person, and in another manner.